
 

 

Contracts/Contractors 
� If you don’t agree with all the 

terms, ask for changes before you 
sign it.  

� Never sign a contract if part of 
your agreement is missing.  

� Once you sign a contract you are 
responsible to do all the things 
you agreed to do in the contract. 
Any promises made but not writ-
ten into the contract usually can-
not be enforced.  

� Most contracts do not have a 
“cooling off” period.  

� If you do not understand what the 
contract says or what you are 
agreeing to, ask someone – like a 
friend, relative or preferably an at-
torney - to review it for you before 
you sign it. 

� Take your time when making a 
major purchase like a car or mo-
bile home. Don’t let sales people 
pressure you into making a quick 
decision!  

� Your strongest power as a con-
sumer is to walk away from a deal.  

� A l w a y s  h i r e  l i -
censed/bonded/insured contrac-
tors, and call the state/county to 
verify their license. 

FOOD FOR 
THOUGHT 

TIPS ON BEING AN 
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SENIOR CONSUMER 
 

HOW TO AVOID 
HAVING YOUR 
INCOME AND 

ASSETS STOLEN 
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LEGAL SERVICES 
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Community Legal Services of  Mid-Florida 
*BREVARD 1-866-469-7444 

CITRUS  & SUMTER 106 N. Osceola Ave.,  

Inverness, FL 34450 

(352) 726-6592   CITRUS 

1-800-984-2918  SUMTER 

FLAGLER 1-800-405-1417 

HERNANDO 1-866-801-5566 

LAKE  226 West Main St., Tavares, FL 32778 

(352) 343-6351 

MARION  2300 SE 17th St. # 201  Ocala, FL 34471 

(352) 629-6257 

*ORANGE 122 E. Colonial Drive, Ste 200 
Orlando, FL 32801 

(407) 841-7777 

OSCEOLA  800 N. Main St., Kissimmee, FL 34744 

(407) 933-1791 

PUTNAM  216 S. 6th Street, Palatka, FL 32177 

(386) 385-0928  

*SEMINOLE  (407) 322-6673 

VOLUSIA  128 Orange Ave, Ste 100,  
                    Daytona Beach, FL 32114 

(386) 258-5600 

Client toll-free number: 1-800-363-2357 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE: (386)506-5396 

info@clsmf.org 

  Apply online for help at 
www.clsmf.org 



 

 

� If you owe money to another, you can 
still protect certain types of income 
(ex. Social Security, SSI and most 
qualified pensions) and assets (ex. 
your home, a car up to a certain value) 
from being used to pay off your debt. 
These resources are considered to be 
exempt from collection. 

 

� You should not mix resources that 
creditors can’t touch with resources 
that are not    protected.  

 

� A creditor may try to take money from 
your account even if the account only 
has exempt income. They have the 
right to do this without notice to you 
and then YOU must prove they do not 
have the right to touch it. If this     
happens you will have the chance to 
fill out a form called a “Claim of       
Exemption” to prove that the creditor 
cannot touch this money to pay off 
the debt. 

 
� It is also possible that a creditor may 

try to take money from your account if 
you do not pay him if you agreed in 
your  original contract to allow 
“cross-collateralization”, which is   
giving permission to the creditor to 
take money from another account 
when you miss  payments. This often 
happens when the credit account is 
with the same bank where you keep 
your money. 

 

 

� Sometimes when you sign a contract 
for credit, the agreement allows the 
creditor to take back the items you 
bought from him to pay off your debt if 
you don’t make your payments. If you 
sign a contract that allows for this, the 
creditor has a “security interest” in the 
items you buy. 

 

� If you enter an agreement with a credi-
tor to pay off a debt, make sure the 
agreement is in writing. Talk with an 
attorney before you enter into the 
agreement. You may not have to make 
payments if your income and assets 
are exempt. Signing an agreement can 
extend the period in which a creditor 
could sue you. Know what you can af-
ford to pay and don’t agree to pay any 
more than that amount. 

 

� It is almost never a good idea to refi-
nance your home to pay off credit card 
debt. If the original credit contract 
doesn’t allow the creditor to take a 
“security interest” in the things you 
buy, most consumer debt is 
“unsecured”. But if you take a mort-
gage on your home to pay off credit 
card debt and then you can’t make 
these payments, you may lose your 
home. 

You cannot go to jail    
for not paying a          

consumer debt !! 
 

� You have rights as a debtor under 
both State and Federal law. 

 

� You can get a free copy of your 
credit report every year. Check it to 
make sure your credit report is right. 

 

� If you find something you are not  
responsible for, report it to the credit 
reporting agency that sent you the 
report so they can investigate. 

 

� If a creditor contacts you about pay-
ing a debt and you are not sure 
whether this is your debt, you should 
timely ask the creditor to give you 
written proof. 

 

� A creditor might sue you to get an 
order from the court that says you 
owe the money. You have the right to 
defend yourself if you can prove you 
do not owe the debt. If you   cannot 
prove that you do not owe  money to 
the creditor, the creditor can get a 
court order   stating you owe the 
debt. With that order the creditor can 
take additional steps to make you 
pay. 
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