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8. What can I do to enforce 
these rights? 
 

If you believe your housing       
authority or landlord isn’t follow-
ing VAWA, contact an attorney, 
fair housing agency, or domestic    
violence agency. They can help 
explain your rights and options. 

 
 
 
 

About Community Legal  
Services of Mid-Florida 

( CLSMF )  
 

Our mission is to provide      
access to justice through high  
quality legal assistance to low-
income  persons. Domestic  
Violence cases have no income 
restrictions. 
 
Community Legal Services of 
Mid-Florida, Inc. provides free 
legal assistance to eligible low-
income persons in civil matters 
(we do not offer legal             
assistance in criminal or traffic 
matters). 
 

CLSMF OFFICES/HELP LINES 
 

*BREVARD: 1-866-469-7444 
 

CITRUS  & SUMTER 
106 N. Osceola Ave.,  
Inverness, FL 34450 

(352) 726-6592 — CITRUS 
1-800-984-2918— SUMTER 

 
 

FLAGLER: 1-800-405-1417 
 
 

HERNANDO: 1-866-801-5566 
 
 

LAKE— (352) 343-6351 
226 West Main St., Tavares, FL 32778 

 
 

MARION— (352) 629-6257 
2300 SE 17th St.   Suite 201  

Ocala, FL 34471 
 

*ORANGE — (407) 841-7777 
122 E. Colonial Drive, Suite 200 

Orlando, FL 32801 
 

OSCEOLA — (407) 933-1791 
800 North Main St.,  

Kissimmee, FL 34744 
 
 

PUTNAM: (386) 385-0928 
    216 S. 6th Street,  
Palatka, FL 32177 

 
 

*SEMINOLE: (407) 322-6673 
315 Magnolia Ave 
Sanford, FL 32771 

 

VOLUSIA — (386) 258-5600 
128 Orange Ave., Suite 100,  

Daytona Beach, FL 32114 
Client toll-free number: 1-800-363-2357 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE:  

(386)506-5396 
 

info@clsmf.org 
www.clsmf.org 

 

*Offices currently not offering  
Family Law services 

The Rights of  
Domestic Violence  
Victims Living in 
Assisted Housing 

 
 
 
Are you a victim of domestic 
violence, dating  violence, or 
stalking living in public hous-
ing, Section 8 housing, or 
supportive housing for the 
elderly or disabled? 
 
A law called VAWA, the   
Violence Against Women Act, 
may help you. 
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1. Does VAWA protect me? 
 

VAWA applies only to tenants in cer-
tain assisted housing programs:   
 

• public housing 
• Section 8 vouchers 
• project-based Section 8 
• Section 202 housing for the eld-

erly 
• Section 811 housing for     people 

with disabilities 
 

The law does not cover tenants who 
live in private housing with no 
rental assistance. 
 

2. What rights does VAWA offer? 
 

Rights for victims of domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, and stalking 
include: 
 

• If you are applying for     hous-
ing, you can’t be denied simply 
because you are a    victim. 

• You can’t be evicted or lose your 
voucher based on        violence 
against you. 

• Acts of violence against you can-
not be “serious or repeated viola-
tions” of your lease or “good 
cause” for evicting you or ending 
your voucher. 

 
3. What if I need to get the 
abuser out of the home? 
 

If a member of your household uses 
violence against you, the housing 
authority or your landlord may evict 
the abuser alone, and let you and 
your family stay in the home. 

4. What if I need to move to 
escape the abuse? 
 

If you have a Section 8 voucher, 
VAWA states that the housing au-
thority may permit you to move 
and keep your voucher, even if 
your lease has not ended. The 
housing authority may ask you to 
prove that you are moving be-
cause of   violence.  
 

VAWA does not cover emergency 
moves for public housing tenants. 
You can still ask the housing au-
thority to transfer you to another 
unit. The housing authority may 
ask you to put your request in 
writing and to prove that you are 
moving for safety reasons. 
 

5. How do I prove that I can 
use VAWA’s protections? 
 

To see if you can use VAWA, the 
housing authority or your landlord 
may ask for information or 
“certification” showing that you 
are a victim of domestic         vio-
lence, dating violence, or stalking. 
There are three ways you can 
show that you are a  victim: 
 
• Complete a certification form. 

The form will ask for your 
name, the name of your 
abuser, the abuser’s relation-
ship to you, the date, time and 
place of the violence, and a de-
scription of the violence. To get 
the form, call the housing au-
thority or a legal aid office. 

• Provide a letter signed by a   
victim service provider, attor-
ney, or medical professional 
who has helped you with the 
abuse. You must also sign this 
letter. 

• Provide a police or court record, 
such as a restraining order. The 
housing authority or your land-
lord must give you at least 14 
business days (weekends and 
holidays do not count) to pro-
vide proof of the violence. 

 
 

6. Can a housing provider share 
the information I provide about 
the abuse with others? 
 

No. The housing authority or land-
lord cannot give the information 
you provide about the abuse to 
others. The information may be 
shared if you agree in writing, or if 
it is needed to evict the abuser 
from the housing. 
 
 

7. Does this mean that a victim 
of domestic violence, dating   
violence, or stalking cannot be 
evicted at all? 
 

No. You can still be evicted for    
serious or repeated lease violations 
that aren’t related to the abuse. 
The landlord or housing authority 
must hold you to the same     
standard as other tenants. If you 
receive any type of eviction notice, 
call your legal aid office immedi-
ately. 

Other helpful numbers: National Domestic Violence Hotline — 1-800-799-7233  ~ Florida Domestic Violence Hotline—1-800-500-1119 
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