The mission of CLSMF is to provide
access to justice through high qual-
ity legal assistance to low-income
persons.

Community Legal Services of Mid-
Florida provides free legal assis-
tance to eligible low-income per-
sons in civil matters (we do not pro-
vide legal assistance in criminal or
traffic matters).

CLSMF offers community education

seminars and detailed informational
brochures on the major areas of law

we practice.
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The Florida Bar Foundation, with Interest
on Trust Accounts program funding, pro-
vides support for this service.

Although the LITC receives funding from the
IRS, the clinic and its employees are not affili-
ated with the IRS. A taxpayer’s decision to use
the LITC will not affect the taxpayer’s rights
before the IRS

This brochure is for general education only. It is
not intended to be used to solve individual prob-
lems. If you have specific questions, see an
attorney. CLSMF offices are listed on the back
in this brochure.

Community Legal
Services of Mid-Florida, Inc.

BREVARD — (866) 469-7444

CITRUS & SUMTER
106 N. Osceola Ave.
Inverness, FL 34450

(352) 726-6592 — CITRUS
(800) 984-2918 — SUMTER

FLAGLER—(800) 405-1417
PUTNAM—(386) 385-0928
216 S. 6th St., Palatka, FL 32177

HERNANDO — (866) 801-5566

LAKE— (352) 343-6351
226 West Main St., Tavares, FL 32778

MARION— (352) 629-6257
2300 SE 17th St, Ocala, FL 34474

ORANGE — (407) 841-7777
122 E. Colonial Drive, Suite 200
Orlando, FL 32801

OSCEOLA — (407) 847-0053
800 North Main St., Kissimmee, FL. 34744

SEMINOLE — (407) 322-6673
315 Magnolia Ave., Sanford, FL 32771

VOLUSIA — (386) 258-5600
128 Orange Ave., Suite 100
Daytona Beach, FL 32114
Client Toll Free Number 1-800-363-2357
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE: 1-386-506-5396

info@clsmf.org
www.clsmf.org

Community
Legal
Services

of Mid-Florida

THE CHILD TAX
CREDIT
A WAY TO REDUCE
YOUR TAXES OR GET
CASH BACK

¥

A tax benefit for people low
or moderate incomes.

Call our toll free tax hotline
(866) 886 -1799
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What Is The Child Tax Credit?
The Child Tax Credit is a tax benefit for
people with low or moderate incomes with
one or more children. When you file a tax
return, the Child Tax Credit could reduce
your tax and if you qualify for the Addi-
tional Child Tax Credit, you can get a re-
fund! !

Is The Child Tax Credit Like The
Earned Income Tax Credit
(EITC)?

The Child Tax Credit is not the same as the
EITC. Each has different rules. Many people
who do not qualify for the EITC qualify for
the Child Tax Credit. Some people qualify for
both. Unlike the EITC, you can:

1. Get more Child Tax Credit if you have
more than three children

2. File a Married Filing Separate return

3. Claim the Child Tax Credit with an
Indi vidual Taxpayer Identification Number

How Do | Know if | am
Eligible for This Service?

To receive advice and/or representation
from CLSMF, you must provide financial
information (such as income and assets)
about yourself and members of your
household. This information will deter-
mine your eligibility for free services. Call
us at 1-866-886-1799 or (386) 328-8361 to
speak confidentially with an attorney or
tax advocate. Visit our website at
www.clsmf.org or E-mail: Info@clsmf.org

Who Can Get The Child Tax
Credit?

Your child must be:

® Your son, daughter, stepson, stepdaughter,
adopted child, grandchild or eligible foster child.

e Under age 17 at the end of the year. In other
words, your child must be 16 years old or younger
on December 31* of the tax year.

® Be your dependent. Your child must qualify as
a dependent and be listed as a dependent on your

\ ' tax return.
W. Vd L4

A citizen or resident of the
) | United States. For income tax pur-
ﬂ poses, you can be a U.S. resident
1 2. even if you do not have permission
Ly 7 to live or work in the United States
Your income must be over $3000 but less
than the following:
Married Filing Jointly $ 110,000%
Married Filing Separately $ 55,000*
Single, Head of Household, or Qualifying Widower

$ 75,000%

How Much Child Tax Credit
Can | Get?

The amount of your child tax credit de-
pends on the number of children that you
have. You may qualify for up to $1,000*
per child. You may only qualify for part of
the maximum amount. To find out how
much you might qualify for, contact the
IRS directly at 1-800-829-1040 or talk to a
tax professional.

This information cannot take the place of advice
from a lawyer. Each case is different and requires
individual legal advice.

The Community Legal Services of Mid-Florida,
Low-Income taxpayer Clinic is funded by a grant
from the Internal Revenue Service.

Will The Child Tax Credit
Affect My Public Benefits?

The Child Tax Credit will not affect you eligibil-
ity for certain public benefits, such as food
stamps, public housing, welfare, SSI or Medicaid.

If you already get assistance, the Child Tax
Credit should not affect the amount of your bene-
fits and will not affect your eligibility or the
amount of most public benefits, even if you re-
ceive a cash refund of the Child Tax Credit.

If you are denied public benefits or the amount of
your benefits are reduced because of the Child
Tax Credit, contact Community Legal Services of
Mid-Florida immediately at (800) 363-2357

Will | Get A Cash Refund Of The
Child Tax Credit If | Do Not Owe Any
Tax?

This is called the Additional Child Tax
Credit. You might get a cash refund of the
Child Tax Credit if:

1) You did not use all of the allowed Child
Tax Credit listed on your tax return to pay
any tax due AND

2) Your earned income is greater than
3,000*. Earned income includes wages, tips
and income from self-employment. OR

You did not use all of your allowed Child
Tax Credit AND you have three or more
children. You may be able to claim a cash
refund of up to the amount of your Social
Security and Medicare taxes, less any EITC
you receive.

You must file form 8812 to claim a cash re-
fund of the Additional Child Tax Credit. For
more information see IRS Publication 17.
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